
I hope you all had a fantastic Christmas period without too many family 
members in tears (nice one Adam)! We were busy at the clinic over this 
time - still lots of snakes around - and thank you to Alistair for being on call
over Christmas, and a big thanks to you guys for your patience when we 
became a bit hectic.

In Autumn Adam and I will be having 2 weeks in Europe so Adam can run 
the Paris marathon with our friend for her 40th birthday. In what was one 
of the toughest decisions of my life, I have decided to spend those 4-5 
hours eating and drinking instead. And after the 3 hours spent in 
Tullamarine covered in Clare's vomit from our last attempt at an 
international flight, we have opted to leave the kids behind - thanks Mum 
and Dad! If you are in the clinic during that time you might bump into Rob 
Wilson who has kindly offered to help out while we are away. Also if you 
pop in, don't forget to ask Kristy for a look at the ring!

Have a great Autumn, Jo Williams     

How do you like your eggs? Kept away from your dog!
With Easter not far away it is important to remember to keep your 
chocolatey goodies away from your four legged pets. Chocolate 
toxicity can be fatal to dogs and cats.
Symptoms can include hyperactivity or
increased heart rate and breathing. 

Please don't be tempted by their puppy
dog eyes and enjoy the chocolate
yourselves! If you have a mischievous pet
who helps themselves please contact the
clinic during or after hours for advice. We hope the Easter bunny 
finds you all!

When their bark (meow!) ISN'T worse than their bite
Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV or feline AIDS)

FIV is a viral infection that is spread by fighting cats. The virus is 
found in their saliva and is transferred during a bite, making 
outdoor, older males most at risk.

Many cats can carry the virus without appearing unwell. The virus
progressively disables the cat's immune system and their ability 
to deal with infection and every day life. Signs of underlying 
infection can vary from being off food, lethargic to having ongoing
illness such as skin infections or gastrointestinal issues. 

FIV is not an immediate death sentence for a cat however there is
no treatment for FIV. Management includes preventing and 
treating infections when they arise.

How can you protect your cat? Keeping your cat indoors to 

                    I                    ISS  YOURYOUR  DOGDOG  PROTECTEDPROTECTED  AGAINSTAGAINST  HEARTWORMHEARTWORM?                       ?                       

prevent fighting and exposure to infected cats. There is also a 
vaccine available to provide immunity from infection.   

The initial course requires 3 vaccines 2 weeks apart and then 
yearly boosters. It is advised that previously unprotected cats 
are blood tested (in clinic) before vaccination to check for 
previous infection.

Infection rates in Victoria are upwards of 26% and with a large 
stray population around Wangaratta this percentage may be 
higher. As with all medicine prevention is better than cure and 
the only way to ensure your cat doesn't become infected is to 
vaccinate. Do not hesitate to contact the clinic with any 
questions.

Ear we go again! 

Many dogs suffer from ear infections
and in a lot of cases these infections can
be recurrent. Symptoms of ear infections
vary with some dogs showing little to no
signs and others shaking their head and
scratching their ears. In the more severe cases the dog may 
have a head tilt or yelp when their ears are touched. 

The cause of ear infection can be due to a wetting event like 
swimming or a bath, underlying allergies or conformational 
issues such as narrow ear canals or hairy ears. 

When treating ear infections as well as
examining their ear canals using an
otoscope we also look at a sample under
the microscope and determine the type
of infection. Infections can be bacterial
rods, bacterial cocci, yeast, mites or a
combination. This cytology is an
important step in determining the right
treatment for the patient.  

Treatment may include medicated ear drops, oral tablets, 
anaesthetic to clean the ear canal or long acting ointment in 
the ear. One week following treatment we also recheck the 
ears to make sure the medication has worked.

Non medicated ear cleaners are available for longer term 
management of the ears. Some ear cleaners and medications 
should not be used when there is a rupture ear drum which is 
why examining the ears is so important. If your dog shows any
signs of irritation of the ears you should get them checked 
promptly to get on top of the infection before it becomes 
more serious. 

Don't forget in addition to our routine small animal medicine and 
surgery we offer acupuncture, behavioural consultations, puppy 
pre-school, free dental checks, low stress fear free handling, 
dental x-rays and plenty of cuddles for your furry friend!
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Infected ear. 
Red, sore and dirty



Large Animals

Eye cancers in cattle

Eye cancers are a common issue in cows and their treatment 
requirements vary depending on the size and location of the 
cancer. 

Cancers on the third eyelid: These lesions start off
looking like raised pinky or white lumps in the
corner of the eye.  As they grow they almost have
a  cauliflower shape. If the cancer is not too
advanced surgical removal is usually curative. 

 Cancers on the eyeball: These initially appear as a 
small lesion on the globe itself and as with third 
eyelid cancers will progress and grow if untreated. 
Depending on the size of the cancer, treatment 
options include freezing the cancer or removing the 

whole eye. 

Cancers may also arise from the eyelids externally or internally. 
These can be harder to detect from afar and are often only 
noticed once they are large.

Some farmers will choose not to treat the eyes and send the 
cow direct to slaughter. The following are DEPI requirements for 
cattle with eye cancers. 

 It is illegal to put cattle with cancer of the eye, larger 
than 2cm, into Victorian saleyards. The recommended method 
of disposal of cattle with small eye cancers is direct to an 
abattoir or early treatment by your veterinarian. 

Cattle with eye cancers up to the size of a 5 cent coin (2 
cm) that are not bleeding or discharging, may be put in saleyard 
and sold for slaughter. 

Cattle with eye cancers between the size of a 5 cent 
coin (2cm) and a 20 cent coin (3cm), that are not bleeding or 
discharging, may go direct to an abattoir at owner’s risk of non 
payment. 

Eye cancers larger than 3cm, or involving the whole of 
the eye, or with significant swelling around the eye and/or 
flyblown, and/or weeping, must be treated or destroyed 
humanely on farm. These larger cancers must not go in or near a
saleyard or abattoir as they may attract charges of animal 
cruelty.

 

 

Thigh slappers!

What does a farmer call a poorly milking cow? An udder failure.

A man walks into a zoo. The only animal he sees is a dog. It's a 
ShihTzu

Calving time! 
Looking after the ladies

Many farmers will have cows calving over the Autumn period 
and with calving cows there can be issues. Some cows will 
need assistance during calving due to issues with size of the 
calf, the presentation or due to poor uterine contractions.

In some cases it may be a “tough” pull to get the calf out and 
the cow may have some mild paralysis. We would 
recommend that these cows be given anti-inflammatories to 
help with their recovery. If you are concerned there has been 
any vaginal tearing they should be covered with antibiotics 
and anti-inflammatories as in order to get pregnant again we 
must look after the reproductive tract. As always, we 
recommend if the calf is not coming as easily as you expect 
that you seek professional advice. 

Similarly any cows found down in the paddock after calving 
should be treated promptly and provided with anti-
inflammatories in order to give them the best chance of 
recovery. Down cow management notes are available from 
the clinic. 

Cows heavy in lactation (pre or post calving) are also at risk of
other conditions such as mastitis or milk fever. When 
checking the cows due to calve look for any changes to their 
gait, swellings of the udder or signs they are unwell. All down 
cows should be checked for mastitis too. 

Once the calf is on the ground it is important
to make sure they receive an adequate
amount of good quality colostrum as soon as
possible. Handouts regarding colostrum
management are also available from the
clinic. Available for purchase are
refractometers, used to measure the quality
of colostrum “on farm” and the Perfect Udder
colostrum storage and feeding kits.

 

Left: Eye cancer 
acceptable in sale 
yard or abattoir. 
Right: Unacceptable 
eye cancer 

Top: WVC masquerade Christmas party.  Bottom left: 
Oliver Williams and his 8 legged friend. Bottom middle: 
Williams kids enjoying a visit from Santa. Bottom right: 
Clare Williams and D'Artagnan


