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Eggscuse me puppy, don't steal my 
chocolate!
The Easter eggs hit the shelves less 
than a week after Christmas (you 
won't hear any complaints from 
me!). Easter is a fun time for the 
family but can be very dangerous for
your pets. There are a few things 
you need to keep off limits!

Chocolate is definitely a no no for 
our pets however many of them 
have a sweet tooth and will find it.

Chocolate contains caffeine and 
theobromine to which dogs are 
extremely sensitive. Symptoms of 
toxicity include vomiting, diarrhoea, 
rapid breathing, seizures, cardiac 
arrest and coma. 

If your dog eats chocolate it is 
important to work out if they 
require treatment. This can be done 
by contacting the clinic or you can 
visit 
http://www.petmd.com/dog/chocol
ate-toxicity.

Remember when the Easter Bunny 
comes it is best to keep your pets in 
a secure area away from the stash!

The raisins and sultanas found in 
hot cross buns can potentially cause
kidney failure which can present as 
vomiting, drinking excessively and 
lethargy amongst other signs. The 
estimated toxic dose is 32 grams of 
grapes per kilogram of body weight 
(raisins are more toxic than grapes).

The beautiful Easter
lillies are also
unfortunately a
toxic hazard to cats.
The leaves, petals,
stamen, stem or
vase water are all
poisonous. Ingesting this can cause 
kidney failure (signs include 
excessive thirst, vomiting and 
lethargy). 

If your pet ingests any potential 
toxins over the Easter break please 
call the clinic for advice. 

The Wangaratta Veterinary Clinic will be running a “Go Well” desexing campaign to 
help improve the quality of our pets lives. We hope to educate pet owners to 
understand the importance and benefits of desexing their pet. 
All pets desexed within the month of March will be given $20 off their next consultation . 
This offer is open to existing and new clients so feel free to share this with your family and friends! 
(Credit may be used for consultation at any time during the next 12 months)

Meet George the Kelpie who spent a whopping 15 days 
recovering in the clinic after a run in with a snake.  All the staff 
grew a big soft spot for George who required some intensive 
nursing care, and after a big team effort we were delighted to 
see him go home in time to see the New Year in with his family. 
The turning point in his recovery may have been celebrating 
Christmas day with Dr Joanne!

Autumn 2017
:

Christmas party- Disney theme!

I hope your Christmas was not too 
hectic- we had plenty on, including 
saying farewell to Steph (she has headed 
back to Tassie and we wish her all the 
best down there).  In Feb we were 
fortunate to welcome Bec Tyndall aboard 
– she has been nursing at Timboon in 
recent years. We really appreciate your 
patience as Bec finds her feet with us.

Over summer Oliver’s spiny-leafed stick 
insects started laying eggs which has 
prompted big plans for an insect breeding 
empire…  Meanwhile Clare has fallen 
straight back into her after-school 
“hangriness” (this is a spectacular 
combination of hungry and angry that 
often results in a seat kicking tantrum) 
and Joshua is very much enjoying kinder 
– top artwork so far entitled “a guy and 
everything”.

Thank you very much if you have filled 
out one of our client surveys at work- we 
really appreciate the honest feedback and 
it gives us a chance to improve our 
services for you.  So far we can promise 
improved air- conditioning in the front 
part of the building before next summer!

Case of the Quarter

Small Animals

http://www.petmd.com/dog/chocolate-toxicity
http://www.petmd.com/dog/chocolate-toxicity


Where is home?
Wangaratta

Who cooks dinner at your house?
My dearest mother, sometimes me!

Which four legged children keep you 
busy? 
Alfie my Old English Sheepdog 
(featured below with his ponytail ) and
Harry my ginger cat. Both naughty 
boys!

How did you come to work at the 
WVC?
I did work experience here when I was 
in year 10 and fell in love with helping 
animals. Luckily Jo and Adam wanted 
to keep me!!

Your most memorable work 
experience?
I will always remember my first calving 
with Adam!

What colour crayon would you be?
Yellow

A penguin walks through that door 
right now wearing a sombrero. What 
does he say and why is he here? 

“Hola!”. He is here for a tweetment!

 

 How you could lose thousands of 
dollars because of something you 
can't see.

Theileria is a microscopic parasite that
affects the red blood cells of cattle. 
The parasite is spread most commonly
by bush ticks but can also be spread 
by needles, ear taggers or other blood
contaminated objects used on 
multiple animals and possibly by other
biting insects. 

The condition is most commonly seen 
in Queensland and NSW however 
cases have been identified in Victoria 
including in the North East.  

Once animals in a herd are exposed 
they usually remain infected for life. 
Issues occur when animals free of 
theileria are exposed to infected 
animals. Outbreaks usually occur after
introduction of new animals. Herds 
with exposed animals usually see little
or no disease. 

Signs commonly seen in cattle after 
exposure include :

• Abortions in late pregnancy or 
stillborn calves
• Anaemia and jaundice (pale or 
yellowish gums and eyes) 
• Cattle get out of breath easily when 
moved
• Production losses
• Poor appetite, weakness and 
depression
• Occasional deaths

Cows late in pregnancy or early 
lactation are most likely to be affected
or calves 8-12 weeks old if exposed. 
Generally calves develop immunity by 
6 months of age.   The clinical signs 
seen with theileriosis can also 
resemble other conditions including 
Brassica poisoning. Diagnosis involves 
taking a blood sample to detect the 
parasite under a microscope.

Although no specific treatment exists,
oxytetracycline (Alamycin) has shown 
to improve the outcome in mildly 
affected animals. As well as drenching
for ticks, other treatment involves 
good nursing care, minimising stress 
and in severely affected, very valuable
animals a blood transfusion. 

Prevention is based around ensuring 
good farm biosecurity. As the parasite 
becomes prevalent in the local bush 
tick population it is impossible to 
eradicate. Ensure all new stock are 
treated for external parasites before 
introduction to the main herd, 
particularly late pregnant animals. 
Home-bred cattle may be exposed for 
2-6 months after new stock arrive. 

Large AnimalsMore about Maddi

Thigh slapper

There are many captions appropriate for 
this photo including “how many cows does 
it take to change a light bulb?”. Dr Joanne 
had plenty of brainstorming time after she 
visited this steer who found himself some 
head wear! The ladder was removed 
without incident and the steer recovered 
well, albeit a little embarrassed!

“Take me to your ladder”

Theileria in a red blood cell

Assessing 
pale 
membranes 
in a cow's 
mouth or 
vulva

A bush tick that can spread Theileria


	How you could lose thousands of dollars because of something you can't see.

Theileria is a microscopic parasite that affects the red blood cells of cattle. The parasite is spread most commonly by bush ticks but can also be spread by needles, ear taggers or other blood contaminated objects used on multiple animals and possibly by other biting insects.
	The condition is most commonly seen in Queensland and NSW however cases have been identified in Victoria including in the North East.
	Once animals in a herd are exposed they usually remain infected for life. Issues occur when animals free of theileria are exposed to infected animals. Outbreaks usually occur after introduction of new animals. Herds with exposed animals usually see little or no disease.
	Signs commonly seen in cattle after exposure include :
	• Abortions in late pregnancy or stillborn calves • Anaemia and jaundice (pale or yellowish gums and eyes)  • Cattle get out of breath easily when moved • Production losses • Poor appetite, weakness and depression • Occasional deaths
	Cows late in pregnancy or early lactation are most likely to be affected or calves 8-12 weeks old if exposed. Generally calves develop immunity by 6 months of age. The clinical signs seen with theileriosis can also resemble other conditions including Brassica poisoning. Diagnosis involves taking a blood sample to detect the parasite under a microscope.
	Although no specific treatment exists, oxytetracycline (Alamycin) has shown to improve the outcome in mildly affected animals. As well as drenching for ticks, other treatment involves good nursing care, minimising stress and in severely affected, very valuable animals a blood transfusion.
	Prevention is based around ensuring good farm biosecurity. As the parasite becomes prevalent in the local bush tick population it is impossible to eradicate. Ensure all new stock are treated for external parasites before introduction to the main herd, particularly late pregnant animals. Home-bred cattle may be exposed for 2-6 months after new stock arrive.

