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Check out Willie’s x-ray!  He came in after his owner became suspicious 
that he may have eaten a long rib bone.  He was 
bright and happy on arrival with no signs of illness 
and when we x-rayed him we found….. 

Fortunately Willie’s owner’s timely action meant 
there was not much damage inside.  Willie had 
surgery to remove the bone from his stomach and 
is recovering well back at home.  

Case of the Quarter Jo’s Jabber 

Hot and dry!  Seemed like an Australian 
summer alright.  I hope you made it through 
with plenty of air-conditioning and less water  
issues than we had at home! 
 
We’ve had some new arrivals at work—Peta 
and her husband Pat welcomed baby Jack 
earlier in the year—so exciting!! And in 
March we’ll have 3 vet students from Vienna 
with us for 10 weeks— keep an eye out for 
them and say hi (particularly if you speak 
German—they’ll appreciate it, I’m sure!) 
 
Also in March we’ll be saying farewell to 
Maddi who has been with us since she was 
a year 10 student! We wish her all the best 
and hope to catch up with her regularly! 
 
With Maddi leaving, our clinic social netball 
team ‘Vetballers’ clearly became desperate 
for numbers and called up myself with 3 
games experience and Amy ‘Brown Dog’ 
Brown who has never played!  Fortunately 
Coach Courtney explained where I can go 
on the court like she does for her Grade 3 
netballers— ‘don’t go past that line because 
there’s lava.’  I’ll admit there were a couple 
of times where I had to sprint back out of the 
lava after following the wrong opponent… 
Very relieved when the whistle went, only to 
be crushed by Chloe’s mum who explained 
that was only quarter time, not half time…  
 

The kids were not overly supportive of my 
new sporting endeavour.  When I told them 
over dinner I was met with stunned looks 
and ‘You’re playing netball?  Really? You 
just don’t look like someone who would play 
netball.” Thanks kids! They may have a point 
though– I did manage to fall over while 
standing still on the court, so….. 
 
Have a great Autumn! 

A snail can sleep for three 

years! 

Talking Teeth 

How often do you brush your teeth? 
How often do you floss? 
How often do you visit the dentist? 
And how often do you do these things for your pets? 
 
We recommend dental checks on our patients at least every 6 
months.  When you remember that dogs age about 7 years for our 
1, that’s like us visiting the dentist once every 3 and a half 
years!! 
 
Now, just like in people, some of our dogs and cats are more prone 
to dental disease than others—Jo has a mouthful of fillings and 
Adam has none and they have similar dental hygiene!  
 
So now is your chance to be a vet!  Go and lift the lip on your pet 
and have a look at the teeth.  Try to get a look  at all the teeth, 
including the molars right near the back.  How do they look?  Gums 
should be pink like ours and teeth should be white like ours.  Was 
there some discolouration?  How much?  Were the gums reddened 
near any of the teeth? What about the inside surface of the teeth?  
Could you see them at all? How was your pet with your mouth 
inspection?  Did it worry him or was she relaxed and sat still while 
you looked? 
 
Examining an animal’s mouth while they’re awake can be at best 
difficult and at worst impossible!  That’s why an examination under 
anaesthetic and dental xrays is the only way to get a complete 
picture of the health of your pet’s mouth. 
 
But regular checks at home can help us get on top of potential 
problems early.  We grade our dog and cat’s teeth on a scale of 0 to 
4 (the worst tooth determines the grade).   
See if you can grade your dog or cat’s teeth: 
 

 
 
 
 
      
      

Grade 1                      Grade 2                   Grade 3                Grade 4 



You have probably heard of (if not experienced) colic in horses, but what is 
colic really? 
 
Well, colic means a pain in the tummy and can be caused by a number 
of things, including: 

• Gut problems (this is the most common cause), such as:  
  blockage (impaction, twisted bowel, strangulation of  
  bowel), worms, ulcers, cancer, sand ingestion 

• Kidney disease 

• Urinary tract issues 

• Liver disease 

• Snake bite 

• Toxin ingestion 

• Back pain 

• Poor recovery after strenuous exercise 

• Pregnancy related issues 
 
Signs of colic: 

 
Treatment: 
While you wait for us, get a halter and lead on your horse.  If they are 
standing quietly, or lying down and getting up, that’s ok.  Let them do that—
they are trying to get comfortable.  BUT if they go down and start rolling 
from side to side you need to get them up and if necessary try to keep 
them walking as there is a risk of them twisting their bowel when they roll 
(which can cause death quite quickly). 
 
One of the first things we will ask you when we arrive is if you would 
consider referral to an equine specialist centre, this is because some of 
the causes of colic can only be fixed with surgery and we want to get your 
horse there as quickly as possible to give them the best chance of 
survival. 
 
So how do we know if a horse needs surgery?  Well this can be tricky.  The 
heart rate, gum colour, temperature and gut sounds (or lack of) help give 
us a picture as to the severity of the colic and chances of survival.  
Sometimes we’ll use a needle to try to see if there is fluid accumulating in 
the abdomen.  
 
Medical management is aimed at pain relief and ensuring the gut is 
moving in the right direction.   

• Intravenous injections of pain relief, often several different types 

• Sometimes stomach tubing with electrolytes and/or paraffin oil 
Further investigation as to the cause may be needed which may include 
blood tests, faecal tests and more. 
 
Prevention: 

• Good quality feed, including plenty of roughage (ie hay), grass– but 
be careful of laminitis! 

• Regular worming 

• Regular dental care 

• Access to good quality water 

• Plenty of opportunity to move—horses are made to roam 
long distances with other horses.  Stabling and isolation can lead 
to many health problems. 

Lounging with Leesa Colic in horses 

Introducing...  Leesa Davies—
veterinary nurse (and Georgia!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you could only choose one song 
to play every time you walked into 
a room for the rest of your life, 
what would it be? 

Anything from the 80s 

If you were a tree, what kind of tree 
would you be and why? 

A Paulownia—because it is a pain 
when it drops leaves and needs a 
team of people to clean up after it! 

Where is home?  

Wangaratta 

What keeps you out of trouble? 

Knowing I have to walk my crazy dog 
Georgia every morning.  

Favourite... 
 
Lolly: Spearmint leaf 
Vegetable: Roast potato 
Singer/band: Pink 
Movie: Top Gun & Dirty Dancing 
 
What would your best friend say 
is your best habit?  
 
‘She can smile through anything—
even a migraine!’ 

Eye rollers 

 I went to buy camouflage pants, but 

I couldn't find any 

 Did you hear about the guy who 

invented the knock knock joke? 

He won the no-bell prize. 

 My wife is really mad at the fact that 

I have no sense of direction. So I 

packed up my stuff and right. 

• Quiet, reluctant to move 

• Unable to stand still 

• Stretching out, tucking in tum-
my 

• Not eating 

• Pawing at ground 

• Turning head to look at flanks 

• Sweating 

 
 

• Repeatedly lying down and 
getting up 

• Rolling 

• Trembling 

• Looking ‘tight’ in the face 


