
Wangaratta Veterinary Clinic
Ph 0357 214 000 Friendly service and professional care for all.

www.wangarattavetclinic.com.au

Welcome to our Spring newsletter!  I hope you 
are enjoying the warmer days and the grass is 
growing!  Adam and I are actually looking 
forward to daylight savings for a change so 
Joshua our youngest will be waking us up just 
before 7am rather than 6!

Sadly we will be farewelling Rob and Julia at 
the end of this year/early next year.  Julia is 
headed for a working holiday overseas and 
Rob is planning to move into equine dentistry 
and farrier work.  We are making the most of 
their expertise and company in their final few 
months and wish them both all the best.

Holy fork! 

“There is a dog in the waiting room who has 
been impaled by a tractor through 
the neck” is a sentence that conjures horror 
story images in any vet (or anyone's!!) mind!. 
This is the scenario that greeted us first thing 
on Friday morning back in May.

 
Meet Heidi, a beautiful, cuddly 3 yr old German
Short Haired Pointer, who was at the wrong 
place at the wrong time!! Out helping her dad 
feed the cattle Heidi ran straight in front of the 

tractor and before anyone 
could react the tractor fork 
had gone in one side of her 
neck and out the other.

It must have been Heidi's 
lucky day as the horror 
scene I imagined didn't 

exist. There was not a drop of blood to be 
seen. Somehow, the tractor fork had missed 
the major blood vessels in the neck as well as 
missing the windpipe and had gone through 
the oesophagus (food pipe) which would be 
the best of all scenarios!!

After she was stabilised, the damage to Heidi's
oesophagus was examined using an 

endoscope. We determined that there was an 
entry and exit wound through the 
oesophagus about the
width of a tractor fork (go
figure!!). After some
nervous 
phone calls to specialists,
we went in surgically on
the bottom of her neck,
weaved our way through
lots of important vessels
and nerves, to find and
stitch the 
lacerations to the oesophagus. It was an 
exciting surgery for all involved being the 
first we have done here at the clinic, however if
we don't have to do one again for a while we 
will all be happy!

Heidi was back to her bubbly happy self by the 
next day but was banned from eating 
for a few days! There was no time to feel sorry 
for herself as she bounded around the clinic 
and much to her pleasure she was fed 2 days 
later. She inhaled the food as if nothing had 
happened and went home the next day. She 
hasn't missed a beat along the path to 
recovery. Given plenty of TLC and some 
special food she amazed us all making a full 
recovery. She may have to have a special diet 
for the rest of her life, but given the alternatives
she is a very lucky girl. 

Dog versus tractor – This time the dog wins!!
By Floss Miller 

Fleas

A warm wet spring means fleas, fleas and 
more fleas!

• Fact: fleas can spread tapeworm by 
biting.

• Signs: chewing, scratching and redness 
at the base of the tail (lower back) and 
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around the backs of the thigh. 
• Fact: Fleas lay 50 eggs a day.
• How to check your pet: part the hair 

over the tail. Fleas are light sensitive so 
they can be hard to see. Look for flea 
dirt (looks like normal dirt but if you put 
on white paper and wet it, it will be red). 
Or run a flea comb over your pet. 

• Fact: Fleas are picked up from the 
environment including the garden.

What to do if you pet has fleas? 
• Visit the clinic and see our friendly 

nursing staff to purchase the correct 
topical treatment for your pet (In our 
experience flea collars are not sufficient 
to treat large infestations.)

• Follow the directions for treatment 
• Wash all bedding on a HOT cycle
• Vacuum all areas
• Consider the use of petsafe insecticide 

sprays outside
• Flea bomb where safe and appropriate

Production animal happenings...

A pain in the a...bomasum!
Drenching stock is routine for many farmer so 
sometimes worms are the last thing on your 

mind when you 
have herd health 
issues. Worms are 
a very common 
cause of scours, 
poor weight gain 
and death on many 

cattle, sheep and goat farms. 

When? 
There are a number of different worms that 
affect livestock and their presence will vary 
throughout the year. Examples include 

• barber's pole worm (Haemonchus) 
which thrives in conditions of 10-25 
degrees Celsius with a monthly rainfall 
of 50mm. This sounds a lot like 
Wangaratta Autumn, Winter and 
Spring!!!

• Small brown stomach worm (Ostertagia)
is seen in winter rainfall areas, and have
a high survival rate over winter months. 
Therefore, worm burdens are commonly
seen in winter and into spring. 

These are just two examples of the few 
common worms we see. 

How to identify? 
A faecal egg count is a simple way to monitor 
the worm burden in your herd. It is not always 
a definitive test as it can be affected by factors 
such as previous drenching where eggs are 
removed but adults are still present in the host.

Egg production is also variable between 
worm species, so it is recommended to have 
the different egg species identified.

Post mortem is a definitive way to determine if 
worms are the cause of your stock losses. 

What do you do? 
If only it was as straight forward as drenching!! 
Drenching is only one part of our worm 

management programs. Once drenched, stock 
should go onto a clean paddock and then 
grazing management techniques should be 
used, such as rotational grazing and cleaning 
pastures using cropping.  Nutritional 
management may be needed when GIT 
damage has occurred. 
The choice and timing of drenches is vital.  The
aim is to use the products as least as possible 
in the most effective way to prevent resistance.

An example of a drenching program (one of 
many) could include two pour-on treatments at 
6 week intervals between May and July. These 
treatments are followed by a cold period 
(winter) that will reduce the larval burden on 
the pasture. 

There is a lot more to it with worms- they are 
small but cause big issues. Please contact the 
clinic if you wish to discuss your health and 
management options with our veterinary team.

A devout cowboy lost his favorite Bible while he was mending fences out on the range. 

Three weeks later, a cow walked up to him carrying the Bible in its mouth. 

The cowboy couldn't believe his eyes. He took the precious book out of the cow's mouth, raised his eyes heavenward and
exclaimed, "It's a miracle!"

 "Not really," said the cow. "Your name is written inside the cover."


