
Winter 2019 

Meet Badger!!  Badger was hit by a car just 

outside his home and was brought in to us 

collapsed and with no feeling in his hind legs 

at all.  Dr Chloe suspected damage to his 

spine, with x-rays fortunately showing he did 

not have a broken back.  Badger was nursed 

in hospital for 4 days with steadily improving 

feeling and movement.  He was able to go 

home with his very dedicated owners who 

continued to nurse him, help him out to the toilet and do his physiothera-

py.  After 10 days he was walking well on 3 legs and by 16 days he was 

walking on all 4 legs with just a slight limp and is continuing to improve.  

What an amazing recovery and well done to Badger and his owners!! 

Case of the Quarter Jo’s Jabber 

Well Autumn has certainly flown by! 
 
Natalie is already huddling against the 
heater at work in triple layers, yet our kids 
won’t wear pants to school… 
 
Not only did the warm weather leave us, but 
also our 3 Austrian students (our 
“ostriches”).  Stef, Steph & Dani headed 
back to Vienna (via QLD) and have been 
enjoying sending us photos of sunshine.  We 
promptly replaced them at home with 3 
lambs– hard to pick which group is noisier! 
 
Joining our nursing team is Claudia Vegter 
(which brings our total number of names 
beginning with C to 4!!!!)  Claudia has a 
black horse and a black cat which has 
begun some 
conjecture into 
whether she may in 
fact be a witch… 
 
After a season of 
much laughter, 
fumbles and whistle 
blowing Vetballers 
have made the 
finals! Vetballers V2 
will be joining the 
mixed comp shortly 
which puts 
considerable 
pressure on Adam 
and Felix to 
perform…     Claudia with our student  
    replacements! 

 
Meanwhile at home Oliver has been learning 
about some of the pitfalls of buying things 
online—his Titanic replica not only doesn’t 
float (not unlike the real ship) but is also just 
10cm long.  This was a lot different to the 
description he gave me beforehand!  Clare 
has learnt to drive a manual car and play 
‘chopsticks’ on the piano (it is hard to tell 
which one takes more concentration) and 
Joshua lost his first tooth by pulling it out 
himself (which is astonishing considering he 
hides behind the couch at just the mention of 
the flu vaccine!) 
Keep warm, 
Jo 

Banging your head 

against a wall for 1 hour burns 

150 calories 

Feline AIDS—is your cat at risk? 
Have you heard of feline AIDS? 
 
It is a devastating disease that destroys a cat’s immune system.  It is 
fatal and has no cure. 
 
Here is what you need to know: 
 

• Outdoor cats are most at risk 

• The virus is spread mostly by deep bites from infected cats  

• Humans cannot catch Feline AIDS 

• Cats can be infected and show no signs of illness for years 
 
Symptoms: 
 

• Weight loss 

• Off food 

• Fever 

• Getting sick frequently and taking a 

long time to recover  

Management of infected cats: 

• Treat  infections as they happen 

• Regular check ups 

• Dietary changes 

• Minimise spread to other cats 

 

Prevention:            Taking cat protection to the next level! 

This is the big one!            

• Keep your cat indoors or in an outdoor enclosure 

• Vaccinate to protect against Feline AIDS 

 
Get your cat vaccinated against Feline 
AIDS before the end of June and we’ll 
cover the cost of the blood test— a 
saving of more than $90.   



Have you ever wondered why we need a farm visit to examine your 
herd or flock once a year? 
 
Well, it’s because we must fulfil the legal requirements filtering 
down from both state and federal government.  
 
But enough of the legal mumbo jumbo! Here are the facts: 
 
• We must have personal, CURRENT knowledge of you, your 

facilities and your herd/flock health (so unfortunately, sorry, no 
we can’t give you eye ointment for pink eye if we haven’t seen 
your cows for 6 years- even if you yell at us!) 

 

• Examining and treating one species does not cover us for 
dispensing medication for another species—so if you have our 
vet out there, it’s a great opportunity to discuss your whole 
farm operation—including all your food producing animals! 

 

• These rules are trying to balance careful use of antibiotics with 
the practicality of running a herd or flock of large numbers of 
animals.  Our horses, dogs, cats, birds and other companion 
animals are treated individually (and one day it may become 
the same for our livestock, so take this seriously!) 

 

• We can do our examination and treatment of your stock at the 
clinic (eg you can bring a sheep or calf in)  

 

• We cannot dispense medications 
from a prescription from another 
vet clinic 

 

• We cannot dispense medication 
for you to have ‘on hand’.  It 
must be for a specific condition 
and only enough to treat that 
condition.   (This is so we don’t 
have left-over antibiotics sitting 
around going out of date and 
possibly used incorrectly which will encourage the 
development of antibiotic resistance) 

 

• If you are considering treating a condition, never hesitate to 
call us first to find out which antibiotic we would recommend 
(eg long acting penicillin is not a great choice for pneumonia 
or mastitis) 

 

• Follow the directions—treat with the correct amount in the 
correct way for the full length of time (even if the animal 
seems better sooner).  This helps minimise development of 
antibiotic resistance and super-bugs.  

 

• Never forget great animal husbandry is a huge help in fighting 
off infections —good nutrition, good quality water, the 
opportunity to behave naturally and shelter from the elements 
go a long way to keeping our stock (and us!) healthy. 

A convo with Courtney Buying and using antibiotics 

Introducing...     

Courtney Kilner, trainee Veterinary 
Nurse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you could only choose one song 
to play every time you walked into 
a room for the rest of your life, 
what would it be?  

DNA by Thirsty Merc 

If you were a tree, what kind of tree 
would you be and why? 

Cherry blossom—I love them and my 
childhood dog was called ‘Cherry’. I’m 
planning a tattoo (don’t tell Mum!) 

Where is home?  

Wangaratta 

What keeps you out of trouble?  

Work & Crossfit 

Favourite... 
 
Lolly: chocolate 
Vegetable:  all of them! 
Singer/band: Dean Lewis 
Movie:  Spirit (yep, the cartoon) 
 
What would your best friend say 
is your best habit?  
I laugh a lot! 

Eye rollers 

What do you call an elephant that 

doesn’t matter?   Irrelephant 

 

The shovel was a ground-breaking 

invention. 

 

Can you put the cat out? 

I didn’t know it was on fire. 

We now run kitten kinder classes!  

Call us for more info: 0357214000 


