
Spring 2018 

Meet Jett!  Jett has been managed for joint pain for his hip for the past 12 

months after his humans noticed he wouldn’t jump in the back of the ute any-

more.  X-rays showed his hip joint hadn’t formed properly which was causing 

instability and pain.  Unfortunately recently he again 

began having trouble jumping up.  We x-rayed 

again and noted some changes along his spine.  

After discussions with a specialist and Jett’s Mum 

and Dad we decided to try an injection of an anti-

inflammatory medication directly into the space 

around his spinal cord (an epidural). 4 days later and Jett was back sneakily 

jumping onto the couch (as you see in the photo!) Go Jett!! (Thanks to Jett’s 

humans for letting us share his story.) 

Case of the Quarter Jo’s Jabber 

Hello and happy Spring!   

I hope you are enjoying the warm sunny days 
(after the somewhat chilly mornings). 
 
We not only said goodbye to winter, but also to 
Julia and Amanda! Julia has been with us for 
most of the past 6 years and has headed back 
to QLD where she looks forward to never 
feeling cold again!   
Amanda  has been our manager for the past 
couple of years and is heading to Melbourne.  
While sad to say goodbye, we do have the 
good fortune to welcome our new vet Amy 
Brown!  Amy is originally from Melbourne and is 
causing some confusion for us with how much 
her hair resembles Floss’ from behind 
(admittedly there is the same level of confusion 
caused by mine and Alistair’s hair…) 
 
The kids had their first ever go on skis this 
winter (and Adam’s and my first ski trip in 12 
years!).  Things we hadn’t properly factored in: 

• the time involved in getting 5 people 
organised and fitted for ski hire.    

• additional purchases needed (eg socks 
because Oliver had only put 1 sock on that 
morning) 

• time to put the escaped lambs back in a 
secure paddock so the dogs didn’t ‘play’ with 
them while we were away  

  
The end result was arriving 90 min later than 
planned, one moderately frustrated parent (me) 
and  4/5 passengers carsick!  But it was a 
fabulous day—the weather was gorgeous, we 
were warm and everyone was still on their feet 
at the end when we filled up with pizza! 

   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a great spring and enjoy the blossoms, 
Jo 

A giraffe’s neck is too 

short to reach the 

ground! 

Small Animals 

What is your pet trying to tell you? 
Most of us will pick up that our dogs or cats are scared when they hiss, 
growl or bite, but did you know there are some really early warning signs 
that our pets are becoming worried?   
It is really important to understand some basic body language so you can 
better respond to your pet’s needs in any situation.   And remember 
some things that are not a threat to us can be terrifying for our animals 
(have you ever seen a horse spot a plastic bag on the ground?!) 

 
Some of the early signs of anxiety our cats give us include: 

• Tense body, making themselves small by tucking under paws and tail, 

often pressed against a wall or furniture 

• Cowering, hiding 

• Wide eyes, ears to the side or back 

Some of the early signs of anxiety our dogs give us include: 

• yawning (when not tired), panting (when not hot), licking lips (when not 

eating) 

•  ‘goofy’ behaviour such as rolling against you, other odd behaviours 

• tense body, ears to the side or back, tail lowered (or tucked right under) 

• slow movement 

• won’t take treats 

• difficulty performing simple commands such as ‘sit’ (nope, they’re not being 

naughty!) 

(For a more complete list, see our website or come in for a copy)  

If you notice any of these signs, show your pet how much you love them by 

doing whatever is needed to allow them to feel safe.  This may mean:  

• moving to the other side of the road while walking your dog  

• putting them in the back yard or a safe part of the house where they 
can’t be disturbed when you know visitors are coming over (or at 
school/postman times) 

• politely asking strangers not to pat your dog 

• having a safe place in the house your dog or cat can retreat to  
 
If you have any behavioural questions please give us a call!  



A reminisce with Rhonda Large Animals 

Introducing... Rhonda Hourigan, 
Veterinary Nurse 

If you could only choose one song 
to play every time you walked into a 
room for the rest of your life, what 
would it be? 

Anything by Pink 

If you were a tree, what kind of tree 
would you be and why? 

Weeping cherry - pretty and graceful 

Where is home? Londrigan 

What keeps you out of trouble? 

Nothing! 

Favourite: 
Lolly: Chocolate  
Vegetable: Don’t really like them 
Singer/band: I listen to all sorts of 
music 
Movie: Armageddon 
What would your best friend say 
is your best habit? Having fun! 

Pasture bloat: 

Pasture bloat is a relatively common cause of sudden death in 
cattle, usually occurring within hours of access to bloat producing 
pastures.  The bloat itself occurs as a result of;  
• the excessive production of carbon dioxide 

and methane through digestive processes 
• the inability for the cow to eructate (burp) 

normally due to the production of stable froth 
in the rumen.   

Both of these factors occur when cattle feed on 
lush, immature rapidly growing legumes like 
clover and lucerne.   
 
Symptoms: 
• initially show signs of abdominal pain such as bellowing, restless 

behaviour and kicking at their flanks 
• Can quickly progress to abdominal distension, breathing 

difficulty, drooling, tongue protrusion and regurgitation of frothy 
rumenal material.   

If relief isn't provided animals will end up on their sides dying of 
cardiac or respiratory failure, often without signs of a struggle.   
 
Treatment of pasture bloat is aimed at giving the gas an escape 
route:   
• Bloat drenches/anti foaming agents are available in the event of 

an outbreak.  Early drenching cattle with 500ml of Paraffin, 
vegetable and mineral oil can be very effective. 

• Stomach tubes or trochars often block up with foam and are 
generally of limited use but can provide temporary relief.   

• In severe cases an emergency rumenotomy may be required:  
The cow should be stabbed in the left side about a hands span 
behind the last rib and hand span below the back bone with a 
sharp guarded knife, aiming towards the right elbow. The knife 
can be twisted when in place to allow foam and gas to escape, 
with larger incisions often being required (up to 10-15cm).  Cows 
will end up with bacterial contamination in their abdomen and 
usually require medical and likely surgical treatment from your 
vet (this is usually preferable to death!) 

 
Prevention and control can be achieved using anti-foaming agents, 
detergents or rumen fermentation modifiers.   
• Individual drenching can be quite effective using oils, teric or 

monensin.   
• Oils can be applied to the animal’s flank or the pasture.   

Eye rollers 

Did you hear about the restaurant on 

the moon? 

Great food, no atmosphere. 

How does a penguin build it’s 

house? 

Igloos it together. 

Why do you never see elephants  

hiding in trees? 

Because they are so good at it. 

• Detergents can be added to drinking water although this can take time for cattle to accept  
• Bloat blocks can be useful.   
• Anti bloat capsules can be an effective long term solution particularly when combined with detergents, 

and can act to slow symptoms in very severe cases.   
• Pasture management is often very important with fertilising and selective grazing being useful ways to 

reduce the incidence of pasture bloat across a herd.  
 
If you have any questions regarding pasture bloat or emergency treatment, don't hesitate to call us! 


