
 

 

 

Spring 2017
Case of the Quarter

Jo's Jabber

This gorgeous boy is Charlie the 6yo Heeler cross. Unfortunately charlie had 
a run in with a car in late May and came off worse for wear. Charlie suffered 
a diaphragmatic hernia from the incident. The diaphragm is a thin muscle 
that separates our chest and from our belly. When it suffers trauma and 
tears the abdominal contents like the intestines and stomach enter the chest 
making breathing very difficult.

The longest recorded lifespan of 
a slug was 1 year and 6 months

Intestines in the chest

Charlie travelled to Melbourne to undergo surgery with a specialist. It was 
found he had not one, but 3 tears in the diaphragm! After he was 
discharged from Melbourne he spent a further couple days in the clinic (or 
should we say office!). Charlie much preferred to stay in front of the heater 
with the staff in the office rather than the cage room. He got his appetite 
back soon after and finally went home to his mum to recover back to his 
energetic self. 

It certainly feels like spring - I noticed this week that all our trees are budding.   Mainly this was brought to my 
attention when I found Oliver stripping them off a tree and feeding them down a bit of poly pipe into a tub.   I still 
don’t know exactly why.
We have a new arrival at home: thank you Darryn and Ellie for our piglet
 “Rosie Blossom Williams” (Clare named her, not Adam)- and she has not 
missed a beat. The 2 lambs we’ve attempted to raise have sadly not fared
 so well.  Wish we knew a good vet…

We have a few team members away over these next few months, Al is headed to 
the US for a couple of weeks, Julia is also headed there on a separate trip and 
Floss has a mystery holiday lined up.   We are fortunate to have some locum vets
 working with us over this time, so keep your eye out for Tim and Andrew. 
Meanwhile Rhonda, Leesa, Sarah and Maddi have all had some time in much 
warmer climates – lucky ducks! You may also have noticed we have some students at the clinic lately.   This will be 
the case for the rest of the year and we are very grateful to you for helping them to gain some really valuable 
experience while they are here.

In other good news, Joshua has stopped weeing in random containers (we hope, otherwise he’s just getting better 
at hiding them), Clare is excited about the upcoming school production of ‘Shrek’ where she is playing ‘Pumba’.   
Yep, you read that right! I’m looking forward to seeing how The Lion King fits in there!   Oliver is less excited, he is 
more focussed on learning to drive a manual car – it is bringing back memories of my childhood, and a new 
appreciation of my Dad’s patience…
Have a great Spring!



Where is home originally?

Deniliquin

How many mouths do you feed and
who?

My dogs Charlie and 
Murphy

What is your best achievement in 
the kitchen?

Mastering the CWA recipe 
for scones. These ladies know their 
stuff!

What would you name your boat if 
you had one?

Gypsy

What is the best and worst 
purchase you've ever made?

Best: my dogs

Worst: a Ford ute!

An elephant walks into a movie 
theater and......

says, I love cheap Tuesdays, 
tickets are peanuts!

The first word that comes to mind:

Cat: Sylvester Italy: Gondala

Water: Melon Astronaut: Buzz

Rugby: Cup Pizza: Yum

 

21 might win you money in blackjack but 
it won't win you the colostrum game  

Colosturm is a calf's first feed from its 
mother. Created in the udder 5 weeks 
before birth, colostrum is an extremely 
valuable source of nutrition, containing 
four times as much protein and two 
times as much fat. However the most 
important part of the colostrum is  the 
antibodies. 

Antibodies are how the immune system 
fights disease. The cow develops 
antibodies during her life following 
exposure to disease or after vaccination. 
The calf receives these antibodies as it 
drinks the colostrum, providing it with a 
working immune system until it is old 
enough to be vaccinated. 

Once the calf drinks the colostrum the 
antibodies pass through the stomach and
into the bloodstream. If the calf doesn't 
receive colostrum within 24 hours then 
this transfer doesn't occur and calves are 
more susceptible to disease in both the 
short and long term. 

How do you ensure colostrum transfer?

The process of ensuring good colostrum 
is received by the calf starts well before 
the calf is born. Colostrum transfer 
requires a healthy, well fed mother, in 
good body condition as well as a healthy 
calf that is strong enough to suckle or be 
fed sufficient volumes of colostrum 
within the first 8 hours (no later than 24 
hours). 

The ease of colostrum management 
differs greatly between beef and dairy 
farms. However beef farms can still do 
many things to increase the transfer rate 
and decrease the risk of calf illnesses 
such as pre-weaning diarrhoea and 
respiratory disease (which reduces the 
amount spent on disease treatments). 
Good colostrum transfer also reduces the
number of calves affected and the 
severity of disease should it occur. 

Beef farmers can influence the 
colostrum through accurate calving 
dates, calving cows in appropriate body 
condition, providing adequate nutrition,

including feed management for 
transition from dry to lactating cow
to reduce disease, a plan for 
supplementing colostrum, and 
monitoring colostrum success. Heifer 
management is also essential to give 
the first time mum an optimal start. 
Ensuring heifers are the appropriate 
size for breeding as well as using sires 
to allow easy calving will also help. 

Vaccination of cows will also effect the 
colostrum components delivered to the
calf. Choosing the appropriate vaccine 
to suit the disease profile you see on 
your farm, when given at the right time
can increase the antibody levels in a 
cows blood by 50% when colostrum is 
being produced. 

The calving environment and timing of 
assistance is also important in ensuring 
calves are fighting fit when they are 
born and able to feed in a timely 
fashion. 

In addition to these factors Dairy 
farmers can assist and improve the 
transfer of colostrum. Collection of 
colostrum from cows pre calving if they
are starting to leak will ensure the most
concentrated colostrum is stored and 
fed to calves. Once lactation occurs the 
colostrum is diluted and quality 
decreased. 

Colostrum can be collected and stored 
(the Perfect Udder system is available 
from the clinic), allowing prompt 
feeding of calves following birth.  

Evaulation of the colostrum prior to 
storage or feeding allows the quality to 
be established. A brix refractometer is 
used and allows differentiation of poor 
quality and good quality (>22) colosturm 
thus the best colostrum can be fed in the
first feed. The quality of the colostrum 
and timing of the feed also dictate how 
much should be fed with poorer quality 
requiring a larger volume. 

Contact to clinic to help assess your 
colostrum management program. 

Large AnimalsA bit about Bec

Dad jokes!

What do you call a Mexican
 who has lost his car? 

Carlos
What do you call a man with a 
rubber toe? 

Roberto
What do you call cheese that isn't 
yours? 

Nacho Cheese


