
Summer 2018-19 

Introducing… Willow!  

Willow’s mum found her with a red-bellied black 

snake in her mouth and brought her straight into 

the clinic.  At that stage she was very quiet and 

not quite right but with no other symptoms.   

Willow started to deteriorate rapidly while we 

were giving antivenom and ended up needing a 

tube passed into her lungs so we could breathe for her for several hours.  

In the end Willow needed 4 vials of antivenom to reverse her symptoms 

and had 5 of our team working on her!  Amazingly she has made a full 

recovery despite being very very close to death– well done Willow and 

her dedicated parents! 

Case of the Quarter Jo’s Jabber 

Well summer is almost here (not to mention 
the C-word…) 

 

The last few months have flown by again 
and we’ve had lots of our team away at 
different times including Rhonda in Vietnam, 
Freya in New Zealand and Adam in hospital 
for some more hand surgery.  (He has now 
had almost as many general anaesthetics 
as minor car accidents…) 

 

Sadly we have another team member 
leaving us— after 4 great years Alistair is  
heading to Melbourne (and overseas) with 
his partner and we wish them both all the 
best.  With Al’s departure we welcome our 
new vet... Chloe!   Chloe has spent the last 
12 months in the North East and knows 
Wang quite well—look out for her big smile 
when you are next in the clinic! 

 

The kids are in the last few weeks of school 
and kinder for the year, Oliver appears to 
have spent most of the year learning the 
name of every secondary school bus route 
and driver. He also likes to position himself 
directly behind the driver and mimic the 
gear changes.  I can only imagine the 
conversations... 

 
Clare’s musical journey continues- she has 
just discovered Bon Jovi (scary that some of 
these songs are 32 years old!!).   

Christmas party 2018 —the theme was 
‘come as a country’! 
 
Josh particularly enjoyed himself, running up 
to inform me that he’d eaten ALL the 
watermelon.  “But Josh, what if other people 
wanted to eat watermelon?” 
“Well, Mum, no-one else was eating it”.   
This was true, but only because no-one else 
was there yet!! 
 
Keep cool,   
Jo 

In Switzerland it is illegal 

to own just one guinea pig. 

Slithery Snakes!! 
Snake season is well upon us and unfortunately 
every year we lose dogs and cats to these legless 
guys, so we wanted to share with you some of the 
symptoms you may see if your pet gets bitten. 
 
Dogs: 

• wobbly, quiet, vomiting, diarrhoea, salivation, 
collapse 

• Sometimes they collapse, seem to recover 
then deteriorate again within about 20 
minutes 

Cats: 

• Paralysis— most frequently cats are found lying flat out, 
unable to get up and often look dead until you get close 
enough to see they are breathing 

• Dilated pupils (their eyes look black), salivation, vomiting 
 
How the venom works: 
We see Browns, Blacks and Tiger snakes in our area and different 
snakes’ venom works in slightly different ways, but all contain the 
following.   

• Neurotoxins — affect nerves causing paralysis 

• Myolisins — destroy muscle cells 

• Haemolysins — destroy red blood cells  

• Anticoagulants — prevent the blood from being able to clot 
 
It’s a pretty nasty combo, right?  How much venom gets into the dog 
or cat will determine how much antivenom they’ll need to begin 
recovering. 
 
If you suspect your pet may have been bitten, get them to your 
nearest vet as soon as possible (but drive safely).  Call ahead so 
they can prepare for your arrival.  (Don’t give Vitamin C — it has no 
effect on venom and wastes precious time.) 
 
Fingers crossed you never see this with your pet! 

Sorry, the real photos were 

giving me the heebie jeebies! 



 

Q fever—are you at risk? 
 
Several members of our team have caught Q fever over the years—and it 
sucks!  We want to get a bit of info out there to help protect you and your 
family. 
 
What is Q fever? 
Q fever (originally called ‘Query fever’ when it was first discovered in abattoir 
workers in the 1930s in Brisbane and we didn’t know what was causing it) is 
caused by a bacteria called Coxiella Burnetii.   
 
Where does it come from? 
This bug is found in highest numbers in cattle, sheep & goats, but also dogs, 
cats, horses, rabbits, ticks and many of our wildlife.  The highest 
concentrations are found in the placenta and birth fluids, but is also in blood, 
milk, wee and poo of infected animals.  It does not usually cause disease in 
animals. 
 
How is it spread? 
Humans catch it by breathing in the bacteria. It survives for about a year in 
the environment and can be spread in dust several kilometres by wind, so even 
people with low exposure to animals can become infected. 
Symptoms will usually start 2-3 weeks after exposure. 
 
What are the symptoms of Q fever? 
It causes flu-like symptoms —fever, muscle aches, headaches, extreme 
tiredness, vomiting, diarrhoea, skin rash.  It can also damage the liver 
(hepatitis) and cause pneumonia.  
In rare cases it can cause heart problems (endocarditis) and long term 
weakness and fatigue (chronic Q fever). 
It can keep you off work for weeks to months. 
There are some people who catch the disease without showing any signs. 
 
How can we prevent it? 
The good news is there is a vaccine available.  It requires a test first to see if 
you’ve already had the disease, if that test is negative, you are then given the 
vaccine.  It is a single dose and no boosters are needed. 
 
Good hygiene helps—wear gloves and a properly fitted P2 mask (available 
from pharmacies) when handling animal products (wee, poo, wool, newborns, 
etc), wash areas that have had animal fluids on them (eg cattle crush), wash 
your hands and arms thoroughly with soap and running water after handling 
animals.  Don’t let unvaccinated people handle your contaminated clothes.  
 
NSW department of health recommends all people over the age of 15 who 
may be exposed to cattle, sheep, goats, horses, dogs, cats or wildlife either in 
their line of work or in their spare time, should be vaccinated. 
 
So have a think about whether you or someone you know might be at high 
risk and strongly consider being tested and vaccinated.   
 
A list of doctors who give the vaccine can be found here:  
https://www.qfever.org/findvaccinator 
 
Further information:  
 
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/
factsheets/Factsheets/qfever.PDF 
 
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-
health/infectious-diseases/disease-
information-advice/q-fever 

A word with Amy Q fever—farmers and pet owners at risk!! 

Introducing...   

Amy Brown, Veterinarian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you could only choose one song 
to play every time you walked into 
a room for the rest of your life, 
what would it be? 

Whitney Houston— “I wanna dance 
with somebody” 

If you were a tree, what kind of tree 
would you be and why? 

A Christmas tree! Because I would love 
to celebrate Christmas year round. 

Where is home? Melbourne. 

What keeps you out of trouble? My 
Golden Retriever ‘Oriel’… She’s 
enough trouble for the both of us! 

Favourite... 
 
Lolly: Red liquorice 
Vegetable: Pumpkin 
Singer/band: Ed Sheeran 
Movie: Jaws 
 
What would your best friend say 
is your best habit?  
Probably my obsession with my 
dog… they may say it’s my worst 
habit but I’d say it’s my best! 

Eye rollers 

Why did the scarecrow win an 

award? 

Because it was outstanding in its field. 

Where do shellfish go to borrow 

money? 

The prawn broker. 

Where did the sheep go on holiday? 

The Baahamas. 


