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dog's knees     

                Jo's Jabber                                                                      Case of 

  

                                                 Small 

Knee injuries are common in both big 
and small dogs and cause a lot
of discomfort for your fur
baby. 

Patella luxation (dislocated
kneecap) is seen most
commonly in small breed dogs.
Sometimes laxity in the knee is
detected when they are young
but a lot of the time the
condition rears it's head as
they get old or after a
traumatic event.

Affected dogs may show
intermittent lameness. They
may run with the leg held
completely off the ground and
then appear normal a short time
later. 

Another traumatic knee injury seen 
in all sizes of dogs is a ruptured 
cruciate ligament. ( The same injury 

 
FACT! Every year more than 2500 
left-handed people are killed from 
using right-handed products. 

 the Quarter                                       

Animals                                             

 as a footballer doing their ACL). 

Through stopping quickly, 
sudden turns or trauma a dog 
can rupture their ligament.

The cruciate ligament 
provides stability in the knee. 

When this ligament is torn 
there is significant pain and 
often dogs will not weight 
bear on their leg. 

For both injuries most cases 
require corrective surgery. 

Generally after any of the 
surgeries, with good rehab, we
expect the dog to make a full 

recovery. 

Never ignore your dog's limp as 
there may be more going on then just 
a bit of soreness.

Pictured: Top: Patella luxation, Bottom: 
A footballer out for the season!!

There's a stone in your bladder 
dear Sandy, dear Sandy. 

These stones (right) were removed 
from Sandy's bladder after she had 
trouble urinating. 
Thank you to Mal for 
allowing us to share her story.

Winter 2016

He did it!! Congratulations to Adam 
for  completing the Paris Marathon in 
April – he finished in a very 
competitive 24,000th place (out of 
57,000 runners)!  It was an amazing 
atmosphere with live bands and SO 
many people.  The scenery wasn’t too 
bad either…  
The rest of our time in Europe was 
also amazing – ancient buildings, 
lovely people, great food, strange-
shaped loos and tons of walking.  It 
made me feel pretty insignificant and 
incredibly lucky at the same time.

The kids stayed at Mum and Dad’s 
while we were away and didn't miss 
us at all.  We were updated regularly 
with things like: Mum offering Oliver 
milk  at dinner to which he said “Geez, 
Nan, I haven’t had this much milk 
since I was breastfeeding”.  What?! 

Also at home Clare has been helping 
feed our 3 lambs (Sean, Ron and 
Lamby) and Joshua spends a lot of 
time as a train which starts and stops 
by pushing a button on the top of his 
head. It also has some pretty wild 
arm movements that go along with it, 
so look out for him up the street!

I hope you stay warm this winter and 
the wet-dog odour in your house 
keeps to a minimum!

Before the marathon!



           Meet our Manager             

Amanda Vella

Started at WVC? March 2015
Family? Mother, father, brother, an 
awesome nephew and 2 crazy nieces.
Pets? Walter a rescue cat
Where was home? Phillip Island 
Favourite animal? Cow
Favourite food? ALL! Especially a 
chicken parma and chocolate of 
course!
Favourite joke? I laugh at everything!
Most embarrassing moment? I have 
them everyday!
Proudest moment? Buying my first 
house in May this year.
Most memorable work moment? 
Pulling a live calf with my boss in 
Cobram.
Best achievement? Walking 100km 
from London to Brighton in less than 
21 hours.

Please note the above is her birthday 
cake (she does have groceries in her 
house) and doesn't normally eat out of  
a litter tray!

Oliver Williams
following in his
father's footsteps
winning his first
trophy. Unlike his
father's, Oliver's
chosen sport is
gentler on the body.
He took out the
lawn bowls
competition for
Floss's 30th birthday celebrations.

                                                 Thigh  

A blonde and a redhead farmer
have just lost their bull. The
women need to buy another,
but only have $500. The
redhead tells the blonde, "I will
go to the market and see if I
can find one for under that amount. If
I can, I will send you a telegram." She 
goes to the market and finds one for 
$499. Having only $1 left, she goes to 
the post office and finds out that it 

                 Large Animal                   

A deadly Winter could mean        
$3500 or more in losses                 

Lush grass pastures and lactating cows
are unfortunately the perfect 
combination for dead cows! The loss 
of just 3 well-conditioned cows could 
mean $3500 out of your holiday fund! 

Over Winter and into Spring grass 
tetany (hypomagnesaemia = low 
magnesium) will be the cause of many 
sudden deaths in cattle. 

Cold, cloudy and rainy conditions see
a rise in the number of cases 
particularly when this is followed by 
a warm period. 

There are many predisposing factors 
for grass tetany which include lush 
pastures that have been heavily 
fertilised with nitrogen or potassium, 
an episode of reduced feed intake as 
seen with bad weather (although my 
intake tends to go up - comfort food!), 
low calcium diets or infectious 
diarrhoea.  

Clinical signs relate to nerve and 
muscle issues including ear twitching, 
grinding of the teeth, muscle tremors 
and aggression. These cows are 
usually highly responsive to noise and 
other stimuli and will charge 
anything!! The most acute cases show 
spasms, convulsions, frothing 

Slapper!                                             

costs $1 per word. She is 
stumped on how to tell the 
blonde to bring the truck 
and trailer. Finally, she tells 
the operator to send the 
word "comfortable." 

Skeptical, the operator asks, "How 
will she know to come with the trailer
from just that word?" The redhead 
replies, "She's a blonde so she reads 
slow: 'Come for ta bull.'"  

and death within
minutes.

Treatment involves
giving magnesium
and calcium
solutions (such as
4in1) intravenously.
Sometimes the really aggressive girls 
need sedation first.

The IV treatment needs to be given 
slowly due to the risk of death and 
their heart is generally monitored 
throughout. 

Initial treatment is followed by oral 
magnesium (such as hay with 
Causemag) for 1-2 days, as relapses 
are common. 

Hay treated with Causemag is also the
most common preventative. Other 
options include magnesium in water, 
magnesium licks or rumen bullets. 

Most importantly minimising the risks 
such as reducing stressful periods in 
late pregnant and lactating cattle. If 
grass tetany is a big problem on your 
farm prevention should include 
pasture management to ensure cattle 
are receiving adequate magnesium.

There are a number of reputable grass
tetany resources online including the 
agriculture Victoria website. 

As always our veterinarians are  
available to answer your questions or 
help find a solution for your problem.

        Don't make me wait!!!         

In order to organise medications for
our clients our nursing staff require 
approval from a veterinarian. 
Sometimes this can take a bit of 
time if they are busy or out on farm 
(or sipping lattes with their feet 
up!!). In order to save yourself a 
wait,   ring ahead during our   
business hours 8.30am-6pm and we
can have everything ready for when
you arrive.  

Kristy and Matt 
celebrating their 
engagement. Their 
first test as an 
engaged couple will 
be getting around 
Winton for their V8 
hot laps!


