
Winter 2018 

Digby the Burmese Mountain Dog came to see us because he was showing his 

usual symptoms of having something blocking his gut (not the first time for this 

big boy!).  We did some blood tests and x-rays and decided to operate to check 

his tummy.  When he was anaesthetised Adam noticed a significant thickening of 

his jaw bone on one side and a small amount of blood.  

The teeth in the area all looked fine, but after doing a den-

tal x-ray we could see bone loss around the tooth roots.  

Adam removed the tooth and sent a sample of the jaw 

bone to check for cancer.  Fortunately results showed a 

tooth root abscess with some infection in the bone.  Digby 

quickly made a full recovery and we were all happy not to 

have to do major tummy surgery on him again!  

Case of the Quarter Jo’s Jabber 

Finally it rained!! Well sort of … And that 
means we get to burn stuff again– hooray!  
There has been much bonfire and 
marshmallow activity at our place since early 
May.   

 

Autumn has been busy at the clinic with 
animals and people.  We’ve had cows 
calving and a lot of mouse bait ingestions in 
dogs — be careful where you put your baits!  
We also farewelled our nurse Bec and we 
wish her all the best for the future.  And 
Adam has decided to play football for “just 
one more year”.  Again.  

 (Partying at the Wangaratta Business Awards) 
 
At home we have discovered Joshua is going 
through a stealing phase (just fun stuff from 
kinder and his grandparents' place that 
“accidentally” finds its way into his pockets or 
up his shirt).  I really hope it’s a phase… 
 
Clare has taken charge of feeding our lamb, 
Gina.  Except when it is cold, dark or she’s 
running late for school—so she does an 
excellent job of lunch time feeds on 
weekends. 
 
Oliver has learnt to drive a manual and now 
his first question to anyone about their 
vehicle is about the transmission.  If you 
would like lessons, he is more than happy to 
teach but be warned it involves a LOT of him 
demonstrating and as one friend’s son 
pointed out he is “a bit ruley”!  
 
There is a small chance he gets this from 
me… 
 
Stay warm! 

The peacock mantis 

shrimp can throw a punch 

at 50mph, accelerating 

quicker than a .22-caliber 

bullet! 

Small Animals 

Winter Blues 
Winter in the Wangaratta region usually provides us with a bitter chill and 
often some rain. It can be hard to motivate ourselves to get outside and can 
be difficult for our pets too. Our pets need to continue their exercise for weight 
control and health reasons but also for enrichment and stimulation. This is 
where you can get creative! 
 
A few tips to help you keep their exercise up: 

• Using coats to keep them warm and/or waterproof jackets. 

• Walk when the sun comes out and the ground is less frosty. 

• Play time inside or undercover if the weather is particularly 
adverse. 

• Interactive toys for your cat also allows good bonding time. 

• Dogs and cats (perhaps not the one pictured!!) can be 
trained to walk on a treadmill to keep up their miles!!! 

 
Think outside the box. Enrichment and mental stimulation is 
great for our pets. 

• Puzzle toys for feeding (can be as simple as feeding in a 
muffin tray with tennis balls covering the food) or for cats the 
“No bowl” feeders. 

• Training sessions or playing “find your toy (or family member) are mentally 
stimulating and reduce boredom and the issues that come with it. 

• For many dogs a trip in the car will also provide a 
change of scenery and some entertainment. 

• Agility courses in the backyard/undercover or 
cubbies made out of cardboard boxes for cats 
allow exercise and mental stimulation. 

• Create scent trails for your pet (using cabana or 
something else delicious!!) around the undercover 

areas and leave goodies a long the way. 

• Activity balls and Kong food stuffed toys to prevent boredom (remember to 
make sure these are safe for your pet). 

Enjoy what is often a miserable time of year (unless you are a snow 
bunny!) and remember Spring is just around the corner!!  



A feel for Felix Large Animals 

Introducing... Felix De Natris 

If you could only choose one song to 
play every time you walked into a 
room for the rest of your life, what 
would it be? 

Jenny, Studio Killers 

If you were a tree, what kind of tree 
would you be and why? 

A birch tree as it's the only type of tree I 
know. I'm also tall and pale. 

Where is home? 

Wangaratta. 

What keeps you out of trouble? 

Not getting caught. 

 

Favourite: 
 
Lolly: Liquorice 
Vegetable: Sweet potato  
Singer/band: Caravan Palace  
Movie: City of God 
 

What would your best friend say is 
your best habit? 

I asked, he said he likes me best when I'm 
asleep... 

Early Pregnancy Testing: 

Ever had that stomach-churning year where only half 
your cows calve…? 

Did you know for a profitable beef farm you should be aiming for 
92% or more in calf rate? And with 300kg weaners selling at 
around $900 each, every calf lost will have a significant impact 
on your bottom line.   

 
Reports show it cost $2.21 to produce 1kg of beef last year in 
Victoria, so if you don’t find out as soon as possible which 
cows are in calf you will invest all that time, money and energy 

only to discover too late that there is a 
problem.  

 

 

The good news is pregnancy testing early 
gives you a huge advantage by allowing you 
to make management decisions to 
maximise your beef income. 

 

Our pregnancy testing:  

• is best done when cows are 6-16 weeks in calf.  

• is accurate (when done before 16 weeks in calf)  

• is quick (in good facilities we can do 60-120 cows per hour) 

• is economical ($3.60/cow after the first 20 cows) 

• provides veterinary expertise on potential reproductive 
problems 

The additional benefit is it gives you options, such as: 

• Sell empty cows 

• Buy replacement pregnancy tested in-calf cows 

• Sell extra feed 

• Keep some/all weaners to fatten with extra feed 

And we can help minimise the chance of the same problem 
next season by: 

• Investigating which cows did not get in calf and what can be 

done to improve fertility  

• assess bulls for 

reproductive problems 

• assess herd for disease 

which may have contributed 

eg Pestivirus 

Eye rollers 

What do you get if you cross an angry 

sheep and an upset cow? 

An animal that's in a baaaaaaaad 

moooooood. 

What is it called when a cat wins a dog 

show? 

A CAT-HAS-TROPHY! 

What are four hundred rabbits 

hopping backwards? 

A receding hare line.  


